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Abstract 
School libraries play a major role in the teaching and learning of the students and the academic 

community as a whole it not surprising to see that schools with better resourced libraries perform better 

with as opposed to schools with very limited library materials, limited human resources capacity etc. 

When it comes to reducing spending on the various departments within the academic environment, the 

library is the first department or faculty to be sacrificed. This is because it is not seen as having a direct 

impact on the success of students’ achievements and the school enrolment as well. Meanwhile, school 

that recognize the input of the library in the success of students’ performance in the area of learning 

materials, technological advancement, teaching, etc. do their best to place the library within the first 

department or faculty where funds are allocated to.  

It is for this reason that academic institutions and schools should emphasize on stimulating and 

esteeming the factors that constitute a good school library. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Background study 
School libraries has been the central media of information within any institution. it is a 
prerequisite for the establishment of any school or formal institution of learning. There are 
for crucial areas of the library that need utmost attention in order for a school library to meet 
the academic needs of the school. 
A School library can be defined as any forms of structure be it digital or physical that is 
institutionalized and stuffed with both learning and educational resources such as digital 
materials and physical books that are meant to meet the teaching and learning needs of a 
school. The areas mentioned above if highly considered and given much attention by policy 
makers and school management will go a very long way to redeem the good image of the 
school library and also make it a more effective and efficient hub of information to the 
school community.  
Teachers in schools have a huge need of the school library. One of them is through 
collaborating with librarians and digital librarians to develop academic programs, new 
technological advances etc. to meet the ever growing innovative demands of learning.  
There is the need for school libraries to enrich their collection with all necessary library 
resources both digital and physical media in order to enhance its performance. Librarians are 
very much sought after. This is because it is a discipline which is much ignored especially in 
the developing countries.  
Library and information science discipline is not regarded as a lucrative discipline like oil 
and gas, medicine, banking, telecommunication etc. As a result of this, a lot of individuals 
are not motivated to venture into its study. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

The performance of students in the abundance of information has reduced dramatically 

especially in Africa the needed attention to be accorded the school library in order to fulfil its 

responsibility to the school community has not been met. It is evident in some selected 

schools in Africa especially Ghana that, due to fear of rank competition, jealousy, cost of 

upgrading or tuition of schools, tribalism and other social issues management do not allow 

subordinates to upgrade thereby reducing the number of qualified human resource or 

qualified school librarians within the school community. 
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School teacher and lectures have become so engaged in 

other private activities in other to make their financial ends 

meet such that it has become very challenging for them to 

make time to schedule meetings with school librarians to 

plan programs that will enhance teaching and learning 

methods for the students, members of the library patrons 

and the school community as a whole. Also, the lack of 

information literacy on the part of teachers have also created 

ignorance of them the teachers do not see the need to meet 

with library staff for such purposes. Most teacher and 

lectures due to the lack of information literacy do not know 

the entire responsibility or schedule of the school library 

towards the school community. 

The problem of fund embezzlement, corruption, the current 

noninvolvement of the school librarian in the activities of 

book acquisition or book procurement and the long 

bearocratic system in the education ministry have led to the 

reduction of school library volumes and other collections 

which could be either digital or physical. 

 

1.3 Objectives 

The aim of this study is to find appropriate means of 

merging the collaborative power of both school librarians 

and teachers in the school community in an effort to unleash 

the current teaching and learning opportunities available to 

patrons of the school library for maximum school library 

benefits. 

 

1.4 Scope 

There are a lot of factors that affect the performance of 

teachers and students including other staff and patrons of a 

library. There are equally other themes that could be dealt 

with to increase the standards of performance of students 

and patrons of a school library as well. Yet only four of 

these factors will be dealt with in this study. These factors to 

be concentrated on do not go beyond the four stated (A 

credentialed school librarian, Collaboration and co-teaching, 

Technology access, Collection size) 

 

1.5 Limitations 

There are lot of vices that go on within the public schools 

that if mentioned will affect the publication of this study. 

The research does not go beyond the stipulated for areas that 

need improvement to ensure the progress of a school library. 

Some of the other management creative areas that can 

equally make the library very useful with the school 

community such as library advertisement, promotion and 

marketing, financial frame work will be ignored for the 

purpose of strictly adhering the title of the research. 

 

2. Literature Review 

2.1 Introduction 

I read a lot of journals, publications, articles, magazines and 

other research on the school library system. A journal 

looked at how to combine the work of the school librarian, 

the program that is being planned for students and patrons 

and the infrastructure and facilities that has been put 

together to ensure quality of service to the patrons and 

members of the school community. 

 

2.3 Critique of the existing literature relevant to the 

study: The literature on school libraries are a lot especially 

those concerning the performance of students using the 

school library. It is very important to note that, one literature 

looked at school library guidelines that should be adhered to 

in order to meet the desired performance of student and the 

members of the school community. One article writes on 

school library’s work. 

 

3. Methodology 

3.1 Research Design 

For this research I used discussion groups of school library 

staff, teaching staff, students, and members of the school, 

patrons, questionnaires and qualitative research method.  

I met with the school librarian of Cape Coast Technical 

University and the teaching staff to have a look at the 

relevant themes that are crucial to the teaching and learning 

of the school community. 

 

3.2 Relevant Themes 

a. A Credentialed school librarian  

According to the teachers they recognized a successful 

collaborative link between a certified school librarian and 

themselves. Both teachers, students and staff of the school 

community were able to confess that a trained and qualified 

school librarian: 

 Support and promote reading by orienting students to 

books in all formats, including print, audio, and e-books 

and how to locate a particular subject within the shelves 

 Teach information and information literacy skills  

 Organize, manage, and maintain a collection of 

valuable resources  

 Provide resources and activities for students that are 

meaningful now and in the future  

 Share the findings of reading research with teachers for 

their publication and research purposes 

 Promote resources and activities that spark student 

interest in reading, learning, and achievement 

throughout the school years  

 Maintain a supportive and nurturing environment in the 

library and network environment to increase student 

satisfaction and achievement.  

 Collaborate with teachers regularly to provide resources 

and activities for course, unit, and lesson integration  

 Provide leadership in the school for achieving school 

missions, objectives, and strategies  

 Manage information by providing intellectual and 

physical access to information in print, media, and 

online resources, either local or web-based 

  

b. Collaboration and co-teaching  
The collaborative effort between the teacher and the 

librarian brought out the needed teaching and learning 

program outline that need to be taught to student for 

effective teaching and learning. Again co-teaching by 

credentialed school librarians means an added and new 

information to students and 

 

c. Technology access  
The access to technology and knowing how to use it 

ethically is the responsibility of the librarian and school 

management. This is one crucial area that needs urgent 

attention as far as the performance of both the school library 

and the community which it serves is concern. The access to 

technology is not only limited to computer, servers, phones, 

Wi-Fi, etc. There are equally other crucial and important 

technology that enhance teaching and learning and other 
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performance of both students, patrons and other members of 

library users and the school community at large. 

The access to technology will allow students to easily 

inquire about subjects they did not understand earlier in 

class and also research into other important topics that are 

being treated in their departments for deeper understanding. 

 

d. Collection size  

For a complete library to be able to serve all the needs of 

students and teachers, it should have books and other 

collections that serve the needs of all the subjects available. 

A LIBRARY collection lacking in one or two subject areas 

will also lack the patronage of students who needs or who 

use such subject areas. 

The performance of both students and teachers in such 

subject areas will be low as a result of the lack of enough 

information in the subject available for proper training. 

 

4. Conclusion and Recommendations 

4.1 Results 

At the end of this search the researcher found out that the 

high performance of school teachers and students largely 

goes up when the school library is given the needed support 

and the four most important themes mentioned above 

 

4.2 Recommendations 

The school library collection should meet all the subject 

areas which is being treated in the school. There should be 

regular check up on all subject libraries to ensure there is 

enough books and other digital collections that satisfy both 

teacher and student needs. Annual budgets should be able to 

capture all subject area collections being taught in the 

school. 

The collaboration between both teacher and the librarian is 

exceptionally crucial in order to develop new learning 

techniques and other ways of researching to benefit both 

student and teacher progress in academia. There is a lot that 

teachers stand to gain as they discuss research methods and 

other ways of finding information with librarians. 

Technology and new technology brings to the door step of 

teacher and student convenience and access to knowledge, 

information and learning materials that is important to the 

academic performance of both. This should be stressed on 

by management and responsible individuals when drawing 

up policies and plans for the school library. 

There should always be in-service training, workshops, 

conferences, lectures, online programs and courses, funded 

study leaves, scholarships etc. for librarians to train and 

retrain them in the current trends in the book industry. 

The staff of the school library should be motivated and 

remunerated well to make the place attractive to staff. 

 

References 

1. Alexanderson MI, Limberg L. Textflytt och sökslump: 

information ssökning via skolbibliotek [Moving text 

and searching by chance: Information retrieval through 

the school library]. Stockholm, Sweden: myndigheten 

för skolutveckling, 2004.  

2. American association of school librarians. Empowering 

learners: guidelines for school library programs. 

Chicago: American library association, 2009. 

3. American association of school librarians. Learning 4 

life: A national plan for implementation of standards for 

the 21st-century learner and guidelines for the school 

library media program. Chicago: Alas Retrieved from 

www.ala.org/aasl/learning4life, 2008. 

4. American association of school librarians. Standards for 

the 21st-century learner in action. Chicago: AASL, 

2009.  

5. Asselin M, Doiron R. Linking literacy and libraries in 

global communities. Farnham, England: Ashgate 

publishing, 2013. 

6. Barrett H, et al. Skolbibliotekets möjligheter: Från 

förskola till gymnasium [the possibilities of the school 

library: From pre-school to senior high school]. Lund, 

Sweden: BTJ Förlag, 2010. 

7. Capra S, Ryan J. (eds.). Problems are the solution: keys 

to lifelong learning. Capalaba, Australia: Capra Ryan & 

associates, 2002. 

8. Chapron F. Les cdi des lycées et collèges: de l’imprimé 

au numérique [cdi or school libraries in high schools 

and junior high schools: from print to digital] (nouvelle 

édition). Paris, France: presses Universities de France, 

2012. 

9. Coatney S. (ed.). The many faces of school library 

leadership. Santa Barbara, ca: libraries unlimited, 2010.  

10. Connaway L, Powell R. Basic research methods for 

librarians. Westport, CT: Libraries unlimited, 2010.  

11. Cook D, Farmer L. (eds.). Using qualitative methods in 

action research. Chicago, il: American library 

association, 2011. 

12. Court J. (ed.). Read to succeed. London [UK]: facet 

publishing, 2011. 

13. Crowley JD. Developing a vision: strategic planning for 

the school librarian in the 21st century (2nd ed.). Santa 

Barbara, Ca: Libraries unlimited, 2011.  

14. Das L, Walhout J. Informatievaardigheden en de 

mediathecaris [information literacy and the school 

media specialist]. Rapport 30. Heerlen, Netherlands: 

open Universiteit, ruud de moor centrum, 2012, 57.  

15. Erikson R, Markuson C. Designing a school library 

media center for the future (2nd ed.). Chicago: 

American library association, 2007.  

16. Farmer L. Introduction to reference and information 

and services in today’s school library. Lanham, md: 

Rowman & Littlefield, 2014.  

17. Farmer L. Instructional design for librarians and 

information professionals. New York: Neal-Schuman, 

2011.  

18. Farmer L, Mcphee M. Technology management 

handbook for school library media centers. New York: 

Neal-Schuman, 2010. 

19. Hughes-Hassell, Harada VH. School reform and the 

school library media specialist. Westport, ct: libraries 

unlimited, 2007. 

20. Gordon C. Information literacy in action. Melton, wood 

bridge, UK: John catt educational, 2000.  

21. Guldér M, Helinsky Z. Handbok för skolbibliotekarier: 

modeller, verktyg och praktiska exempel [handbook for 

school libraries: Models, tools and practical examples]. 

Lund, Sweden: BTJ förlag, 2013. 

22. Hart G. The tricky business” of dual use school 

community libraries: a case study in rural South Africa, 

Libra. 2011;61(3):211-225.  

23. Hart G. Teacher-librarians leading change: some stories 

from the margins. School libraries worldwide. 

2012;18(2):51-60.  

http://www.computersciencejournals.com/ijccdm


International Journal of Cloud Computing and Database Management http://www.computersciencejournals.com/ijccdm 

~ 7 ~ 

24. Hoel T, Rafste ET, Sætre TP. Opplevelse, oppdagelse 

og opplysning: fagbok om skolebibliotek [adventure, 

discovery and enlightenment: A textbook about school 

libraries]. Oslo, Norway: Biblioteksentralen. 2008.  

25. Kelsey M. Cataloging for school librarians. Lanham, 

md: rowman & littlefield, 2014. 

26. Kiefer B, Tyson C. Charlotte huck’s children’s 

literature: A brief guide. New York: McGraw hill, 

2009.  

27. Kuhlthau CC, Maniotes LK, Caspari AK. Guided 

inquiry design: a framework for inquiry in your school. 

Santa Barbara, Ca: libraries unlimited, 2012.  

28. Kuhlthau CC, Maniotes LK, Caspari AK. Guided 

inquiry: learning in the 21st century school (2nd ed.). 

Westport, Ct: libraries unlimited, 2015.  

29. Lester J, Koehler W. Fundamentals of information 

studies (2nd ed). New York: Neal-Schuman, 2007.  

30. Limberg L. Skolbibliotekets Pedagogiska roll: en 

kunskapsöversikt [the pedagogical role of the school 

library: A systematic review]. Stockholm, Sweden: 

statens skolverk, 2003, 58.  

31. Limberg L, Hultgren F, Jarneving B. Information’s 

sökning och lärande: en forskningsöversikt 

[information retrieval and learning: a research review]. 

Stockholm, Sweden: Skolverket, 2002.  

32. Limberg L, Lundh AH. (eds.). Skolbibliotekets roller i 

förändrade landskap. [The role of school libraries in 

changing landscapes]. Lund, Sweden: btj förlag, 2013. 

Retrieved from 

www.kb.se/dokument/bibliotek/projekt/slutrapport 

2013/skolbibliotekets roller slutrapport 2013.pdf  

33. Liquete V. (ed.) Cultures de l’information [cultures of 

information]. Cnrs editions: paris, france, 2014.  

34. Malmberg S, Graner T. Bibliotekarien som 

medpedagog eller varför sitter det ingen i lånedisken? 

[The librarian as co-pedagogue, or why is nobody 

sitting at the library desk?]. Lund, Sweden: BTJ förlag, 

2014.  

35. Markuson C, European council of international schools. 

Effective libraries in international schools. 

Saxmundham, UK: john CATT educational, 2006.  

36. Morris BJ. Administering the school library media 

center (5th ed.). Santa Barbara, CA: libraries unlimited. 

Available on the world wide web as an e-book, 2010.  

37. Niinikangas L. An open learning environment – new 

winds in the finish school library. Scandinavian public 

library quarterly. 1995;4:3-10.  

38. Pavey S. Mobile technology and the school library. 

Swindon, uk: school library association uk. Series: sla 

guidelines plus, 2014.  

39. Rosenfeld E, Loertscher DV. (eds.). Toward a 21st 

century school library media program. Lanham, md: 

scarecrow press, 2007.  

40. Sardar Z, Van Loon B. Introducing media studies: a 

graphic guide. London, England: icon books. School 

library association [UK]. Guideline series. Retrieved 

from, 2010. www.sla.org.uk/guidelines.php  

41. Schultz-Jones BA, Ledbetter C. Evaluating students’ 

perceptions of library and science inquiry: validation of 

two new learning environment questionnaires. Learning 

environments research. 2013;16(3):329-348.  

42. Shaper S. (ed). The cilip guidelines for secondary 

school libraries. London, uk: facet publishing, 2014.  

43. Schlamp G. (ed.). Die schulbibliothek im zentrum: 

erfahrungen, berichte, visioning [The school library in 

the centre: experiences, stories, visions]. Berlin, 

Germany: bib spider, 2013.  

44. Thomas NP, Crow SR, Franklin LL. Information 

literacy and information skills instruction: applying 

research to practice in the 21st century school library 

(3rd ed.). Santa Barbara, CA: libraries unlimited. 

Available on the world wide web as an e-book, 2011. 

59.  

45. Tilke A. The international baccalaureate diploma 

program and the school library: inquiry-based 

education. Santa Barbara, CA: libraries unlimited. 

Available on the world wide web as an eBook, 2011. 

46. Tomlinson C, Lynch-Brown C. Essentials of young 

adult literature (2nd ed.). Old Tappan, NJ: Pearson, 

2009.  

47. Wilson C, Grizzle A, Tuazon R, Akyempong K, 

Cheung CK. Education aux médias et àl. l'information: 

programme de formation pour les enseignants [media 

education and information: A training program for 

teachers]. Paris, France: Enesco, 2012.  

48. Woolls B, Weeks AC, Coatney S. School library media 

manager (5th ed.). Westport, CT: libraries unlimited, 

2013.  

49. Zamuda A, Harada VH. Librarians as learning 

specialists: meeting the learning imperative for the 21st 

century. Westport, CT: Libraries unlimited, 2008. 

http://www.computersciencejournals.com/ijccdm

